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A) I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P r o v i s i o n s 
 

 
1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)  
 
Article 8:  
Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts violating the 
fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law.  
 
Article 10:  
Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, 
in the determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against him.  
 
Article 11:  
1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty 

according to law in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence.  
2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or omission which did not 

constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, at the time when it was committed. 
Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal offence 
was committed.  

 
Article 19:  
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media 
and regardless of frontiers. 
 
Article 29:  
1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his 

personality is possible.  
2. In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitations as are 

determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights and 
freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the general 
welfare in a democratic society.  

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the 
United Nations.  

 
 
1966 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICCPR) 
 
Article 2:   
1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all individuals within 
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or 
social origin, property, birth or other status.  
2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures, each State Party to the present 
Covenant undertakes to take the necessary steps, in accordance with its constitutional processes and with 
the provisions of the present Covenant, to adopt such laws or other measures as may be necessary to give 
effect to the rights recognized in the present Covenant.  
3. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes:  
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(a) To ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein recognized are violated shall have an 
effective remedy, notwithstanding that the violation has been committed by persons acting in an official 
capacity;  
(b) To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have his right thereto determined by 
competent judicial, administrative or legislative authorities, or by any other competent authority provided 
for by the legal system of the State, and to develop the possibilities of judicial remedy;  
(c) To ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such remedies when granted. 
 
Article 7: 
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In 
particular, no one shall be subjected without his free consent to medical or scientific experimentation. 
 
Article 9: 
1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or 
detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such 
procedure as are established by law.  
2. Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest and shall 
be promptly informed of any charges against him.  
3. Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before a judge or other 
officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time 
or to release. It shall not be the general rule that persons awaiting trial shall be detained in custody, but 
release may be subject to guarantees to appear for trial, at any other stage of the judicial proceedings, and, 
should occasion arise, for execution of the judgement.  
4. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take proceedings before 
a court, in order that court may decide without delay on the lawfulness of his detention and order his 
release if the detention is not lawful.  
5. Anyone who has been the victim of unlawful arrest or detention shall have an enforceable right to 
compensation.  
 
Article 10:  
1. All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the inherent 
dignity of the human person.  
2.  
(a) Accused persons shall, save in exceptional circumstances, be segregated from convicted persons and 
shall be subject to separate treatment appropriate to their status as unconvicted persons;  
(b) Accused juvenile persons shall be separated from adults and brought as speedily as possible for 
adjudication. 3. The penitentiary system shall comprise treatment of prisoners the essential aim of which 
shall be their reformation and social rehabilitation. Juvenile offenders shall be segregated from adults and 
be accorded treatment appropriate to their age and legal status.  
 
Article 11: 
No one shall be imprisoned merely on the ground of inability to fulfill a contractual obligation. 
 
Article 14: 
1. All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals. In the determination of any criminal charge 
against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit at law, everyone shall be entitled to a fair and public 
hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law. The press and the public 
may be excluded from all or part of a trial for reasons of morals, public order (ordre public) or national 
security in a democratic society, or when the interest of the private lives of the parties so requires, or to 
the extent strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would 
prejudice the interests of justice; but any judgement rendered in a criminal case or in a suit at law shall be 
made public except where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise requires or the proceedings concern 
matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children.  
2. Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall have the right to be presumed innocent until proved 
guilty according to law.  
3. In the determination of any criminal charge against him, everyone shall be entitled to the following 
minimum guarantees, in full equality:  
(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language which he understands of the nature and cause of 
the charge against him;  
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(b) To have adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his defence and to communicate with 
counsel of his own choosing;  
(c) To be tried without undue delay;  
(d) To be tried in his presence, and to defend himself in person or through legal assistance of his own 
choosing; to be informed, if he does not have legal assistance, of this right; and to have legal assistance 
assigned to him, in any case where the interests of justice so require, and without payment by him in any 
such case if he does not have sufficient means to pay for it;  
(e) To examine, or have examined, the witnesses against him and to obtain the attendance and 
examination of witnesses on his behalf under the same conditions as witnesses against him;  
(f) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand or speak the language used in 
court;  
(g) Not to be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt.  
4. In the case of juvenile persons, the procedure shall be such as will take account of their age and the 
desirability of promoting their rehabilitation.  
5. Everyone convicted of a crime shall have the right to his conviction and sentence being reviewed by a 
higher tribunal according to law.  
6. When a person has by a final decision been convicted of a criminal offence and when subsequently his 
conviction has been reversed or he has been pardoned on the ground that a new or newly discovered fact 
shows conclusively that there has been a miscarriage of justice, the person who has suffered punishment 
as a result of such conviction shall be compensated according to law, unless it is proved that the non-
disclosure of the unknown fact in time is wholly or partly attributable to him.  
7. No one shall be liable to be tried or punished again for an offence for which he has already been finally 
convicted or acquitted in accordance with the law and penal procedure of each country.  
 
Article 15: 
1. No one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on account of any act or omission which did not 
constitute a criminal offence, under national or international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor 
shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time when the criminal offence 
was committed. If, subsequent to the commission of the offence, provision is made by law for the 
imposition of the lighter penalty, the offender shall benefit thereby.  
2. Nothing in this article shall prejudice the trial and punishment of any person for any act or omission 
which, at the time when it was committed, was criminal according to the general principles of law 
recognized by the community of nations.  
 
Article 19:   
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.  
2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive 
and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in 
the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.  
3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special duties and 
responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are 
provided by law and are necessary:  
(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;  
(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public health or morals.  
 
Article 26:  
All persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to the equal protection of 
the law. In this respect, the law shall prohibit any discrimination and guarantee to all persons equal and 
effective protection against discrimination on any ground such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. 
 
 
1984 Convention Against Torture (CAT) 
 
Article 4:  
1. Each State Party shall ensure that all acts of torture are offences under its criminal law. The same shall 
apply to an attempt to commit torture and to an act by any person which constitutes complicity or 
participation in torture.  
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2. Each State Party shall make these offences punishable by appropriate penalties which take into account 
their grave nature.  
 
Article 5:  
1. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over the 
offences referred to in article 4 in the following cases:  
(a) When the offences are committed in any territory under its jurisdiction or on board a ship or aircraft 
registered in that State;  
(b) When the alleged offender is a national of that State;  
(c) When the victim is a national of that State if that State considers it appropriate.  
2. Each State Party shall likewise take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over 
such offences in cases where the alleged offender is present in any territory under its jurisdiction and it 
does not extradite him pursuant to article 8 to any of the States mentioned in paragraph I of this article.  
3. This Convention does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction exercised in accordance with internal law.  
 
Article 6:  
1. Upon being satisfied, after an examination of information available to it, that the circumstances so 
warrant, any State Party in whose territory a person alleged to have committed any offence referred to in 
article 4 is present shall take him into custody or take other legal measures to ensure his presence. The 
custody and other legal measures shall be as provided in the law of that State but may be continued only 
for such time as is necessary to enable any criminal or extradition proceedings to be instituted.  
2. Such State shall immediately make a preliminary inquiry into the facts.  
3. Any person in custody pursuant to paragraph I of this article shall be assisted in communicating 
immediately with the nearest appropriate representative of the State of which he is a national, or, if he is a 
stateless person, with the representative of the State where he usually resides.  
4. When a State, pursuant to this article, has taken a person into custody, it shall immediately notify the 
States referred to in article 5, paragraph 1, of the fact that such person is in custody and of the 
circumstances which warrant his detention. The State which makes the preliminary inquiry contemplated 
in paragraph 2 of this article shall promptly report its findings to the said States and shall indicate whether 
it intends to exercise jurisdiction.  
 
Article 7:  
1. The State Party in the territory under whose jurisdiction a person alleged to have committed any 
offence referred to in article 4 is found shall in the cases contemplated in article 5, if it does not extradite 
him, submit the case to its competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution.  
2. These authorities shall take their decision in the same manner as in the case of any ordinary offence of 
a serious nature under the law of that State. In the cases referred to in article 5, paragraph 2, the standards 
of evidence required for prosecution and conviction shall in no way be less stringent than those which 
apply in the cases referred to in article 5, paragraph 1.  
3. Any person regarding whom proceedings are brought in connection with any of the offences referred 
to in article 4 shall be guaranteed fair treatment at all stages of the proceedings.  
 
Article 8:  
1. The offences referred to in article 4 shall be deemed to be included as extraditable offences in any 
extradition treaty existing between States Parties. States Parties undertake to include such offences as 
extraditable offences in every extradition treaty to be concluded between them.  
2. If a State Party which makes extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty receives a request for 
extradition from another State Party with which it has no extradition treaty, it may consider this 
Convention as the legal basis for extradition in respect of such offences. Extradition shall be subject to 
the other conditions provided by the law of the requested State.  
3. States Parties which do not make extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall recognize 
such offences as extraditable offences between themselves subject to the conditions provided by the law 
of the requested State.  
4. Such offences shall be treated, for the purpose of extradition between States Parties, as if they had been 
committed not only in the place in which they occurred but also in the territories of the States required to 
establish their jurisdiction in accordance with article 5, paragraph 1.  
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Article 9:
1. States Parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of assistance in connection with criminal 
proceedings brought in respect of any of the offences referred to in article 4, including the supply of all 
evidence at their disposal necessary for the proceedings.  
2. States Parties shall carry out their obligations under paragraph I of this article in conformity with any 
treaties on mutual judicial assistance that may exist between them. 

1995 Beijing Statement of Principles of the Independence of the Judiciary in the 
Law Asia Region 

2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Art. 10) and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (Art. 14(l)) proclaim that everyone should be entitled to a fair and public hearing by a 
competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law.  
An independent Judiciary is indispensable to the implementation of this right.  

8. To the extent consistent with their duties as members of the Judiciary, judges, like other citizens, are 
entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly.  

13. In the selection judges there must be no discrimination against a person on the basis of race, colour, 
gender, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, marital status, sexual orientation, 
property, birth or status, except that a requirement that a candidate for judicial office must be a national 
of the country concerned shall not be considered discriminatory.  

1990 Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers

3. Governments shall ensure the provision of sufficient funding and other resources for legal services to 
the poor and, as necessary, to other disadvantaged persons. Professional associations of lawyers shall 
cooperate in the organization and provision of services, facilities and other resources. 

22. Governments shall recognize and respect that all communications and consultations between lawyers 
and their clients within their professional relationship are confidential. 

B) C a m b o d i a n  L a w s  a n d  R e g u l a t i o n s

1993 Cambodian Constitution (CC) 

Article 31: 
The Kingdom of Cambodia shall recognize and respect human rights as stipulated in the United Nations 
Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human rights, the covenants and conventions related to human 
rights, women’s and children’s rights.  
Every Khmer citizens shall be equal before the law, enjoying the same rights, freedom and fulfilling the 
same obligations regardless of race, color, sex, language, religious belief, political tendency, birth origin, 
social status, wealth or other status. 
The exercise of personal rights and freedom by any individual shall not adversely affect the rights and 
freedom of others. The exercise of such rights and freedom shall be in accordance with the law. 

Article 32: 
Every Khmer citizen shall have the right to life, personal freedom, and security. 
There shall be no capital punishment. 

Article 34: 
Citizens of either sex shall enjoy the right to vote and to stand as a candidates for the election.  


